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WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday Worship 8:00am & 10:45am

Evening Prayer Wednesdays at 7:00pm

The 8:00am Sunday and 7:00pm 
Wednesday services are livestreamed 

on Trinity’s YouTube channel, 
Facebook page, and website. 
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(continued on page 3)

From Pastor Matt…
Continuing Reformation: 

“Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda”

A lthough it comes from the other major 
strand of the Protestant Reformation, I find 

this ancient Latin phrase holds wisdom for the 
whole Church Universal, not just the Reformed 
branch of Christianity for whom these words have 

long been a motto and mission statement. The phrase can be translated as 
“the Church reformed and always being reformed.” We are part of the 
Church that reformed itself during the Protestant Reformation. The Refor-
mation was in part a process that corrected the perceived errors of the 
Church and protested excesses of wealth that were seen in higher levels of 
church leadership. 
Luther, Calvin, Zwingli 
and their counterparts 
sought to correct the er-
rors, bad theology, and 
abuses by reconstructing, 
reclaiming, and rediscov-
ering the most basic and 
ancient of Church prac-
tices. They all sought to re-form the church into what they believed was a 
purer expression of Christianity and faith. So thus, from this historical per-
spective, we are the church that was formed a new; we are the successors 
to those ancient ancestors of faith who reformed themselves into what 
they believed God was calling the Church to become. 

Are we the Church willing to be reformed and transformed still? 

The essence of this phrase is a sense that reforming is work that is always 
being done. It is work done not merely by humans, but by the direction 
and agency of God. It is work that has a purpose to it. Change that hap-
pens not merely for the sake of novelty, but at God’s behest. The purpose 
behind our reformation and transformation is to be able to proclaim the 
Gospel for the day and time we are in. We, as the Church, are challenged 
to interpret the ancient wisdom of the Church for a new day and new peo-

Pastor Matt

This month we welcome the first column from 
Pastor Matt Hoover, who began serving as our 
interim pastor on September 21st. As we head 
toward Reformation Sunday, he reflects on an 
old Latin motto and what it might mean for 
Trinity as we begin this new chapter together.



Pastor Eileen

Artist's depiction of Esther approaching King 
Ahasurerus to plead for her people.

(continued on page 3)



2026 Confirmation Dates
Confirmation classes are scheduled on Sundays for these dates in 2026:

▪ October 11th, 2026 (CROP Walk)

▪ October 25th, 2026 

▪ November 8th, 2026

▪ November 22nd, 2026

▪ December 6th, 2026 (Caroling)

▪ December 20th, 2026 (Youth 
Christmas party) ▲
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From Pastor Matt…
(continued from page 1)

From Pastor Eileen…
(continued from page 2)

Esther is remembered and honored 
for her trust in God for facing 
death in approaching the king, for 
her honoring of the spiritual prac-
tices of fasting and prayer, for her 
faithful obedience to her spiritual 
mentor, Mordecai, and as a symbol 
of the way God uses ordinary peo-
ple to accomplish extraordinary 
things. Jewish people honor her 
story on the festival of Purim, cele-
brated on the 14th day of the He-
brew month of Adar (late winter or 
early spring).

You can read the whole story in the 
Hebrew scripture book of Esther.

Blessings!  

Pastor Eileen  ▲

ABO—Anything But Old!
Trinity’s 55+ Ministry
No Dues—No Don’ts 
Anything But Old is Trinity’s fellowship group especially 

geared towards the older members of our congregation. But everyone is 
welcome to join us!

We usually meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 12:00noon to 
share a meal together and then enjoy an activity that may be a service 
project, entertainment, or something educational! 

Mark your calendar for these events:

▪ Tuesday, October 13th, 12:00noon—Lunch, Program: History of Galen 
Hall 

▪ Wednesday, November 18th—Bus Trip to 
Dutch Apple Theater for their Christmas 
Show. Sign up now on the kiosk in the up-
per Narthex. Payment ($115/person, on-
line via Pushpay, or drop off in the church 
office or use the Office Dropbox) required 
with sign up. 

▪ December, date TBA—Conrad Weiser 
High School Concert 

Sign-ups for ABO are located on a kiosk in 
the upper Narthex. Questions? Ask Pastor Eileen or Jo Ressler. ▲

Well, Well, Well…
Join us for a meal at the Well. We gather for potluck 
dinners on the second Wednesday of the month. All are 
welcome. Bring something to share or just yourselves. We 
have space for you. Wednesday potlucks continue at 
6:00pm on October 14th and November 11th. ▲

ple. I’ve always believed we need to 
continually allow grace to shape us 
and thus be in a state of perpetual 
reformation because we are sinful 
humans who will never get it per-
fectly right. Yet more importantly, 
we are in a state of perpetual refor-
mation because God is not static. 
God is “living and active.” God’s 
Word and God’s Spirit are consis-
tently working with us and on us to 
call us in new directions and to 
speak in new ways to those who 
need to hear the Gospel. 

As we begin this interim period, 
and as we approach our celebration 
of Reformation Sunday at the end 
of the month, may we keep in mind 
this ancient motto and ask our-
selves, “where is God calling us to 
next?” 

Peace,

Pastor Matt ▲

National Youth Gathering 2027
Trinity is excited to send four youth (Claire Lutz, Hailey Kissinger, Emma Umbenhauer and Greyson 
Umbenhauer) to experience the ELCA National Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, Minnesota in June 
2027. Please keep an eye out for ways that you can support our youth through fundraisers and 
other unique opportunities. Save the Date for Saturday, December 12th, for Breakfast with St. Nick, 
which will benefit the youth who will attending the Gathering. ▲





5

Happy Birthday 
to Our Members Over 80!

Address included—send a card!*

Terry Bowers — October 2nd

Loretta Schneck — October 7th

Rich Hartman — October 8th

Carolyn Correll — October 12th

Jane Limpus — October 13th

Joann Murdough — October 16th

Larry Schermick, Sr. — Oct. 17th

Nathan Bashore — October 27th

*Note: For privacy and safety, ad-
dresses of members over 80 are in-
cluded only in the print edition of 
the newsletter and not in the PDF 
edition on the website. ▲

From the Finance Board
2026 General Fund Activity

Meeting Scheduling at Trinity
If you are planning a meeting to be held at Trinty, please make sure you 
do the following:

▪ Contact Bob Bergey in the church office so he can confirm room avail-
ability, adjust settings for heat/air conditioning, and add your meeting 
to the calendar. We want to be sure the space you need is available and 
temperature settings are adjusted for your comfort.

▪ Be aware that Craig Matthew (our Sexton) plans his cleaning schedule 
around the church calendar. So following this procedure is also a way to 
honor his time, allowing him to plan his work for times when he can ac-
cess areas that need attention.

Thank you! ▲

Thank You for Your Gifts
Use this QR code with your smartphone to set up a Pushpay account. You 
can choose an amount, direct your gift to Trinity’s General 
Fund, and even opt to cover any transaction fees. This conve-
nient option also makes it easy for members, visitors, and 
guests to support our ministries.

Thank you for your generosity and for supporting the many 
ongoing ministries of Trinity! ▲

Official Installation of Bishop Dee
Saturday, October 31, 2026 The Service of Installation will begin 
at 1:00pm.

First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem
2344 Center Street

Bethlehem, PA 18017

Your prayers and presence are requested on Saturday, October 31, 2026, 
at 1:00pm for the Holy Eucharist with the Rite of Installation of the Sixth 
Bishop of the Northeastern Pennsylvania Synod, Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, The Reverend Jennifer Dee. ELCA Presiding Bishop 
Yehiel Curry will preside at the installation. 

Hors d’oeuvres will follow the service. 

� � �
Sign up on the kiosk in the Narthex if you’d like to 
travel to the installation from Trinity by charter mo-
torcoach; cost is $40/person. The bus will leave 
Trinity’s parking lot on October 31st at 11:00am. 
Sign up today! Drop payment in the office drop 
box, or pay via Pushpay, putting “BISHOP” in the memo. ▲



Office Hours
The church office is open:

Monday–Thursday 
8:00am–1:00pm

Closed Friday

610-693-6062
office@trinityrobesonia.org ▲

A man had a wife named Kate, and a girlfriend 
named Edith. Now Kate wanted him to stop seeing 
Edith, but he wouldn't. And Edith wanted him to di-
vorce Kate, but he wouldn't. He wanted to have his 
Kate and Edith too.
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Thank You, Newsletter Crew
Many thanks to our August volun-
teers who prepared the September 
newsletters for mailing: Linda Pur-
din, Larry & Barbara Schermick, 
Ken & Geneva Berger, Joanna Good-
ison, and Betsy Althouse, who 
folded, stuffed, sorted, and sealed 
the mailing. Thanks also to Joe & 
Carol Voletto for labeling the news-
letter envelopes. We are grateful for 
your help! ▲

Paws, Claws, Fins and 
Feathers, Too!
The cats have had theirs, now It's 
the dogs’ turn—and we're opening 
it up to all pets, not just the four-
legged, fur-
covered kind. 
Birds, fish, rab-
bits, guinea pigs, 
the occasional 
lizard—if it's part 
of your family, we 
want to see it on 
screen. Take a 
couple of minutes 
to view the dogs 
(and at least one dog–wannabe) 
currently on display.

Email your favorite photo to the 
church office and we'll add it to the 
rotation (office@trinityrobesonia.
org). Pets are family, too; let's give 
the dogs (and everyone else) their 
moment in the spotlight! ▲

Trinity’s Jack Frost Parade November 1 st, 2026 
Sunday, November 1st, 2026 • Step off: 3:00pm

Just over a month to go! 

Volunteers Needed!

We are still in need of volunteers. Please prayerfully consider donating 
your time. There are many ways to help—before, during and after the pa-
rade. We have sign-ups in the upper Narthex, or contact us at: TrinityJack-
FrostParade@gmail.com.  

Register for the Parade

We will be accepting registrations for the parade through October 9th, so 
there’s not much time left if you’ve not yet registered.  

Access the registration form using this QR code to register:

Sponsors needed! 

The parade does not happen for free. Please note—none of Trin-
ity’s regular funds support the parade. All parade monies are collected 
separately. So we need your help.

We appreciate our sponsors. There are 3 easy ways to sponsor. 

Click this QR code for an individual sponsorship:

Or this QR code for a business sponsorship:

Or drop your sponsorship into the offering plate in an envelope 
marked Jack Frost Parade.

Please check the parade table in the upper Narthex to see what needs we 
still have. 

On the church website, we can be found under Ministries and Groups > 
Outreach > Jack Frost Parade.

Thank you for all of your support for this wonderful community event. We 
couldn’t do it without you!

We look forward to seeing you on November 1st! ▲

Thank You, Garden Angels!  
How did our gardens grow this year? Thanks to a very dedicated group of 
volunteers, they bloomed and thrived! We are so appreciative to those who 
shared their time and talents towards helping to maintain Trinity's outdoor 
properties during the past 5 months. Thank you to all! ▲

Personal Devotional Guides
Personal devotional guides, Christ in Our Home and 
Our Daily Bread, are available in the literature rack in 
the upper Narthex. Large print editions are also avail-
able. Please help yourself to a copy if you’d like! ▲

Kidney Donor Needed
David Madeira, one of our members, is looking for a kidney 
donor. To learn more about his story, find out about kidney do-
nation, or be tested as a potential donor, visit his website (or 
scan the QR code): https://nkr.org/PLX397  ▲

Have something to give? Need 
something? Use the Trinity Ex-
change bulletin board (left wall of 
the hallway to the Social Hall). Post 
your donation or request with 
your contact info and date. Items 
are free—no money exchanged. 
Notes stay up for 60 days. ▲

TRINITY EXCHANGE
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